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Daniel Kamekona, who had
many roles in Hawaii Five-O
from the first season right
through to the last, was found
dead in his Los Angeles apart-
ment the end of April. He was
60 years old. Apparently he
died in his sleep; foul play was
ruled out. He had seemed
previously, according to his
son Leigh, to be in good health.
According to a brief article in
the Honolulu Advertiser, he had
struggled for years to break
into Hollywood, and finally
succeeded with the role of Sato
in Karate Kid II. Recently, he
could be seen as Henry in the
revival of Gene Barry's Burke’s
Law. In Hawaii, Kamekona had
appeared in guest roles in
Magnum, P.I., Jake and the
Fatman, Island Son, and Tour
of Duty.

In Hawaii Five-O, he had the
following roles: Sgt. Ishi, “And
They Painted Daisies on His
Coffin;” Che Fong, “Pray Love
Remember, Pray Love Remem-
ber;” Charley, “King of the
Hill;” Che Fong, “Not That
Much Difference,” “A Bullet for
McGarrett;” Technician
[Charlie], “The King
Kamehameha Blues;” Hench-
man, “Nightmare Road;” Chung,
“And a Time to Die...;” General,
“The Gunrunner;” Dr. Holmby,
“Wednesday, Ladies Free;” Dr.
Rosenstadt [Dr. Kamekona],
“Rest in Peace, Somebody;” Dr.
Kamekona, “Bait Once, Bait
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Twice;” Carl Tu, “The Jinn Who
Clears the Way;” Cooper, “The
0dd Lot Caper;” Dr. Beaumont,
“Anybody Can Build a Bou:b;”
Heaton, “Try to Die on Time;"
Nick, “The Young Assassins,”
“Bomb, Bomb, Who'’s Got the
Bomb?,” “Right Grave, Wrong
Body,” “The Two-Faced
Corpse,” “Welcome to Qur
Branch Office,” “Hara Kiri:
Murder;” “6,000 Deadly Tick-
ets;” Sgt. [Nick] Noble, “The
Case Against McGarrett;” Chief
[Nick], “A Death in the Family;”
Kekoa, “Love Thy Neighbor,
Take His Wife;” Captain Tanaka,
“Double Exposure;” Lab Man,
“Deadly Doubles;” Mr. Lee,
“Small Potatoes;” Tom Kellogg,
“Voice of Terror;"” Lt. Akane,
“The Moroville Covenant”
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FIVE-O'S BOYS IN BLUE: THE REAL THING

by Edward Palmer

Generally, when Hawaii Five-O was filming episodes in and around
Honolulu, they hired anywhere from 15 to 20 officers per day. The
officers provided security, crowd and traffic control, and, as a bonus,
provided an atmosphere when a police presence was needed in a
scene. I think I can safely say that any police officer in any scene of
Hawaii Five-O (and later Magnum, P.I) who did not have a speaking
part was a genuine Honolulu Police Officer. We were paid the

princely sum of $10.00 an hour.

The Honolulu Police Department had, and still has, a program in
place where senior officers purchased their own cars to be used as
police vehicles. The City would equip their cars with a radio, blue
light and siren and provide gas and insurance. The Officer was then
free to utilize this vehicle, with the removable blue light, during
special duty. So, when you see a police car in the show with the
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